
PURPOSE AND SCOPE
The Scaffolding Standard establishes minimum standards for design, erection, inspection and management to eliminate risks of 
fatalities, injuries and structural failure. Engage professional safety consultant support for complex or multi-storey installations to 
ensure comprehensive due diligence and regulatory compliance.
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Critical Control Requirement

Temporary Works
Management

Documented temporary works control register maintained. Temporary Works Coordinator appointed
to manage scaffold design, certificates, inspections. All changes documented and approved. SWMS.

Personnel
Qualifications

Scaffolders hold appropriate high-risk work licence (Basic SB, Intermediate SI, Advanced SA per AS/NZS
1576.1). Verification of Competency (VOC) current. No mixing of unlicenced and licenced workers in
same tasks.

Component Inspection
Pre-Use

All components inspected for serviceability, damage, corrosion before assembly.
Damaged/unserviceable components removed from service and isolated. Inspection records
maintained.

Engineer-Certified
Design

Design drawings certified by structural/temporary works engineer. Required for: >4m fall height,
complex configurations, spurs, cantilevers, hung systems, non-standard tie patterns, specialist duty
ratings. Design must include tie patterns, loading restrictions, sequence, alterations.

Edge Protection and
Fall Barriers

Guardrails (top rail 1.0–1.15 m), mid-rails (0.5–0.65 m), toe boards (100 mm minimum) installed per lift
during erection. 1 m lift erection requirement maintained. Guard rails remain until scaffold dismantled.

Incomplete Scaffold
Access Control

Physical barriers (tubes/rope) + warning signage ("INCOMPLETE SCAFFOLDING – DO NOT USE") at all
access points. Ladders removed or covered. Licensed scaffolders only during construction.

Dropped Object
Prevention

Perimeter containment screening designed by engineer for intended purpose. Screen material suitable
for loads. Framework capacity verified. Installed no higher than uppermost tie unless engineer-certified.

Periodic Inspections –
Formal Records

Inspections: before first use, before resumption after incident/repair, minimum every 30 days, after
weather events >40 km/h wind. Inspector: certified scaffolder or qualified competent person. Records:
Monthly Scaffold Inspection Checklist + ScafTag system. Reports remain on-site for project duration.

Guardrail During
Erection/Dismantling

Full guardrails installed at 1 m lift increments during erection. Temporary edge protection from platform
below if work above 2 m. Erection platforms fully planked, nominally 2 m apart, remain until dismantle
complete.
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1.0         CRITICAL CONTROLS AND MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS

 2.0         DESIGN AND STRUCTURAL REQUIREMENTS

Foundation and Ground:

Tie System Design:

Bearing capacity verified: base pressure ≤allowable soil bearing capacity per geotechnical assessment•
Ground pressure typical maximum: 100 kPa controlled fill, 50 kPa natural clay (verify per site)•
Even, stable, level surface within ±1:20 slope tolerance (engineer assessment for steeper)•
Temporary Works Coordinator verifies ground adequacy•

Ties connect scaffold to support structure; determine type, number, spacing per design•
Typical vertical spacing: ≤4 m for height stability•
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Load Capacity:

Tie angle from horizontal: 45°–60° optimum•
Tie capacity: 4:1 safety factor minimum on design load•
Non-standard patterns (single leg, raker, cantilevers) require structural analysis•
Pre-determined tie plan; no improvisation during erection•

Duty rating clearly marked: 7.5 kN/m² (light), 15 kN/m² (standard), 25 kN/m² (heavy) typical•
Platform load = personnel weight + materials + equipment•
Multiple level simultaneous loading restrictions documented•
Overloading identified in inspection; platform closed until rectified•

 3.0         ALTERATION PROTOCOLS

Handover Certificate Requirement:

 ﻿
Authorised Alterations Only:

Issued before first use post-erection•
Issued after alterations/repairs (adding lifts, moving ties, changing platforms, edge protection changes)•
Inspector: certified scaffolder or competent third party•
Certificate confirms construction complete per design•
Copy retained on-site; electronic/QR records acceptable•

Only licensed scaffolders perform alterations•
Principal contractor approval required•
Changes trigger design review if outside parameters•
Tie movement: engineer approval + handover certificate post-alteration•
Work scheduling to prevent unapproved component removal•

4.0         INSPECTION SCHEDULE AND DOCUMENTATION

Documentation Maintained On-Site:
Monthly Scaffold Inspection Checklist (completed by certified scaffolder)•
ScafTag system records (digital or physical)•
Handover certificates (all installations/alterations)•
Design drawings + engineer sign-offs•
SWMS + safe erection procedures•
                 Incident/damage reports•
                 Tie alteration records with approval dates•

Inspection Trigger Timeframe Inspector Action if Issues Found

Before first use Pre-Handover Certified scaffolder Rectify before handover; re-inspect

After incident Immediately Competent Person Cease use; repair; re-inspect before resumption

After repair/alteration Before resumption Certified scaffolder Verify structural integrity; handover certificate

Routine (every 30 days) Monthly maximum Certified scaffolder
Document; if defects >minor, close platform
until rectified

Post-weather event Within 24 hours if wind
>50 km/h

Certified scaffolder
Inspect ties, bases, bracing; document; rectify
damage

Post-unauthorised
modification

Immediately upon
discovery

Certified scaffolder
Close affected section; investigate root cause;
rectify; document learnings

5.0         MINIMUM DOCUMENTATION
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 6.0         MINIMUM COMPETENCY

Scaffolder (High-Risk Work Licence):

Temporary Works Coordinator:

Inspector (Periodic Inspections):

Principal Contractor Site Personnel:

Basic (SB): Modular steel prefabricated scaffolds•
Intermediate (SI): SB + spurs, cantilevers, perimeter screens•
Advanced (SA): SB/SI + hung/suspended scaffolds•

 Engineering background or equivalent technical qualification•
 Temporary works training certificate•
 Experience with scaffold design review, TW register management•

 Certified scaffolder (any class SB/SI/SA) OR•
 Competent person with scaffold experience + training•

 Knowledge of design and correct use•
 Can identify obvious risks (missing edge protection, ties, overloading, instability)•
 Know reporting chain for issues•

7.0         LEGISLATION AND STANDARDS

Regulations:

Standards:

Codes of Practice:

Work Health and Safety Regulation (all jurisdictions) Part 3.1, Part 4.2, Part 4.4, Division 5.1/5.2/5.3, Division 6.3•
Occupational Health and Safety Regulations (VIC) Reg 3.5.43
 ﻿

•

AS/NZS 1576.1 – Scaffolding – General Requirements•
AS/NZS 1576 Series (all parts) – Specific scaffold types•
AS/NZS 4576 – Guidelines for Scaffolding•
AS/NZS 1170.2 – Wind Actions
 ﻿

•

SafeWork Australia: Managing Risk of Falls at Workplaces•
SafeWork Australia: Guide to Scaffolds and Scaffolding Work•
SafeWork Australia: Guide to Scaffold Inspection and Maintenance•
SafeWork NSW: Scaffolding Industry Safety Standard (March 2022)•
SafeWork NSW: Guide – Erecting, Altering & Dismantling Scaffold Part 1•
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