
PURPOSE AND SCOPE
This standard establishes the minimum WHS requirements for demolition work on construction projects. It is intended to guide 
Construction Managers and Site Supervisors in planning, overseeing, and verifying safe demolition activities carried out by engaged 
contractors.
This standard applies to all demolition work, defined as work to demolish or dismantle a structure, or part of a structure, that is load-
bearing or otherwise related to the physical integrity of the structure.

1.0        MINIMUM CONTROLS

The following controls must be verified by the Construction Manager before demolition work commences:
• Hazardous materials survey completed and report on file
• Hazardous materials removed (or sequenced removal plan in place prior to structural demolition)
• All essential services identified; those not required physically disconnected and tested dead
• Regulator notification submitted where required (refer Section 5.0)
• Risk assessment completed with reference to as-built structural documentation
• Demolition Management Plan developed in accordance with AS 2601
• SWMS prepared, communicated, and signed by all workers before commencement
• Licensed demolition contractor engaged where required by state legislation
• Exclusion zones established with physical barricades and "Demolition Works in Progress" signage
• Temporary works design obtained and approved where lateral or vertical support is required
• Pre-start briefing conducted with all demolition personnel and recorded
• Relevant permits to work in place before work commences
• Emergency/evacuation procedures, debris management, and mobile plant controls confirmed with contractor

2.0   PRE-DEMOLITION REQUIREMENTS

2.1 Hazardous Materials Survey

A hazardous materials survey must be completed before demolition of any building or structure. The survey must be conducted by a 
competent person and identify all hazardous materials present.
• Hazardous materials must be removed before structural demolition commences
• Where required by legislation, a licensed removalist must be engaged
• Refer to the HSE Direct Asbestos Standard for asbestos-specific requirements

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2 Essential Services

One of the most critical pre-demolition steps is the identification and management of all essential services.
• Contact BYDA (1100) to obtain current underground services information before work commences
• Confirm which services are to be disconnected and which remain live during demolition
• All services identified for removal must be physically disconnected and tested dead by a competent person - isolation at the meter is
not sufficient
• Services that remain live must be clearly labelled and physically protected against mechanical damage throughout the works
• Notify relevant utility providers in advance and obtain their approval or assistance where required
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Material Common Location Minimum Action

Asbestos - non-friable Fibro sheeting, floor tiles, pipe lagging Remove before demolition; Class B licence if
>10 m²

Asbestos - friable Insulation, sprayed coatings, loose-fill Class A licensed removalist required

Lead paint Pre-1970 buildings, windows, joinery Controlled removal; respiratory protection
required

PCBs Old electrical equipment, fluorescent light
ballasts

Licensed specialist disposal required

Synthetic Mineral Fibre (SMF) Ceiling insulation, fire protection materials PPE controls; safe containment and removal
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2.3 Risk Assessment
  
A risk assessment must be conducted prior to demolition. As-built architectural and structural drawings must be consulted. If as-built 
documentation is unavailable, or the structure has been damaged or altered, a structural engineer must conduct an engineering 
investigation before work proceeds.
The risk assessment must address, at a minimum:
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
2.4 Demolition Management Plan
  
A Demolition Management Plan must be prepared in accordance with AS 2601 before work commences and must include:
•        Scope and approved sequence of demolition works
•        Identification of all HRCW activities and associated controls
•        Engaged contractors and supervision arrangements
•        SIMOPS (simultaneous operations) management
•        Temporary works requirements and references to engineering designs
•        Services management - disconnection, protection of live services
•        Hazardous materials management and removal sequencing
  
2.5 SWMS
  
•        A SWMS is mandatory for all demolition of load-bearing or structural integrity-related elements
•        Must be prepared in consultation with workers who will carry out the work, based on the risk assessment and engineer's demolition 
sequence
•        Must be communicated to and signed by all workers and supervisors before work commences
•        If work deviates from the SWMS, work must stop immediately and the SWMS reviewed and updated before recommencing
  
  
3.0         SITE CONTROLS
  
3.1 Exclusion Zones and Site Security
•        Physical barricading must be erected around all demolition areas before work begins - refer to HSE Direct Barricading Standard
•        Signage must clearly state: "DEMOLITION WORKS IN PROGRESS - AUTHORISED PERSONNEL ONLY"
•        Overhead protection (gantries or hoardings) must be provided where demolition is adjacent to public areas or active site zones
•        Access roads and pathways adjacent to demolition must be controlled and closed to non-essential personnel
•        Adequate lighting must be provided throughout the work area
  
3.2 Temporary Works
Where temporary support is required to maintain stability during the demolition sequence:
•        A documented temporary works design must be obtained from a structural engineer
•        Design must be reviewed and approved by the Temporary Works Coordinator (or equivalent) before work commences
•        Temporary supports must be inspected and confirmed effective as demolition progresses
•        Lateral support for adjoining structures must be maintained equal to or greater than that provided by the structure being 
demolished
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Risk Area Key Considerations

Structural integrity &
sequence Order of demolition, temporary bracing, stability at each stage

Services Underground/overhead service locations, disconnection status

Hazardous materials Identification, removal sequencing, licensing requirements

Adjacent structures Vibration effects, lateral support, shoring/underpinning requirements

Plant & equipment Type of plant, suspended floor loadings, ground bearing capacity

Falls - people and objects Working at height, open penetrations, floor edge protection

Public safety Exclusion zones, overhead gantries, barricading, warning signage

Personnel Competencies required, number of workers, safe access and egress

Weather Wind loads on structure, conditions affecting stability
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4.0 CONSTRUCTION MANAGER VERIFICATION CHECKLIST
  
Pre-Commencement
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
During Demolition - Ongoing Verification
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# Verification Item Status

1 Hazardous materials survey completed and report on file ☐

2 Hazardous materials removed or sequenced removal plan confirmed ☐

3 As-built drawings obtained or structural engineering investigation completed ☐

4 Risk assessment documented, reviewed, and approved ☐

5 Demolition Management Plan (AS 2601) prepared and approved ☐

6 SWMS prepared, reviewed, and signed by all workers ☐

7 Licensed demolition contractor confirmed - licence sighted and verified ☐

8 Regulator notification submitted and confirmation on file (where required) ☐

9 Planning/building permit confirmed (where required - refer Section 5.0) ☐

10 All services identified; disconnections completed and tested dead ☐

11 Live services labelled and physically protected ☐

12 Temporary works design approved (if applicable) ☐

13 Exclusion zones and barricading erected ☐

14 Overhead protection in place (if adjacent to public areas) ☐

15 Permits to work issued and in place ☐

16 Pre-start briefing conducted and attendance record signed ☐

# Verification Item Status

17 Work proceeding in accordance with approved SWMS and demolition sequence ☐

18 Exclusion zones maintained; no unauthorised access ☐

19 Temporary supports inspected and confirmed effective ☐

20 Monitoring devices (dust, noise, vibration) functioning where specified in the plan ☐

21 Adjacent structure stability confirmed - no visible cracking or movement ☐

22 Qualified supervisor on site during all demolition activities ☐

23 Emergency/evacuation plan confirmed with contractor; debris management and plant controls in place ☐
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5.0         STATE AND TERRITORY REQUIREMENTS
  
Construction Managers must confirm jurisdiction-specific requirements before work commences. While the demolition contractor is 
typically responsible for submitting notifications and obtaining licences, the principal contractor must verify these are completed before 
work starts.
Notifiable Demolition Work - National Triggers (Harmonised Jurisdictions)
Written notice must be given to the regulator at least 30 days before work commences where demolition involves:
•        A load-bearing structure or part of a structure ≥ 6 metres in height
•        Load-shifting machinery operating on a suspended floor
•        Explosives
•        (ACT only) A structure that contains or has contained loose-fill asbestos insulation
  
State and Territory Requirements
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State / Territory Planning Approval
WHS Regulator

Notification
WHS Regulator Key Notes

NSW DA from local council or
CDC via private certifier

Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work

SafeWork NSW
Restricted or Unrestricted
demolition licence
required

VIC

Building Permit from a
registered Building
Surveyor (mandatory for all
demolitions)

Via mandatory Building
Surveyor notification
stages - not a direct WHS
notification to WorkSafe

WorkSafe VIC / VBA

Operates under OHS Act
2004; VBA Compliance
Code: Demolition applies -
not harmonised WHS
framework

QLD Development Approval
from local council

Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work

WHSQ (Workplace Health
& Safety Queensland)

Demolition work licence
required from WHSQ

WA Building Permit from local
council

Yes - 5 working days (Class
1 & 2, AS 2601); 10
working days (non-AS 2601
method); 15 working days
(explosives)

WorkSafe WA

Class 1 and Class 2
demolition work
classifications apply under
WHS Regulation 2022

SA Development Approval
from council

Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work

SafeWork SA CITB levy may apply to
project cost

TAS Building Permit from
council or permit authority

Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work

WorkSafe Tasmania
Confirm current permit
requirements with local
council

ACT Development Approval

Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work; separate
trigger for loose-fill
asbestos structures

WorkSafe ACT

All workers must complete
11084NAT Asbestos
Awareness training via
WorkSafe ACT approved
RTO

NT Building Permit required
Yes - 5 days before
notifiable work

NT WorkSafe
Confirm planning approval
requirements with local
council or building certifier
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